Dear Friends,

I am amazed to see our community's commitment to help youth succeed. This
week, my office hosted a special back to school giveaway for students in need in
the Altadena area. Set up as a drive thru, each family made stops along the side
of Farnsworth Park to pick up everything they need to thrive and learn. By the end
of the event, nearly 200 local youth went home with backpacks, school supplies,
and toy study buddies from the L.A. County Department of Public Social Services,
brand new sneakers from Shoes That Fit, snacks from Altadena Grocery Outlet

and Pasadena Trader Joe’s, and books from the L.A. County Library. With all
these amazing resources from our partners, I know students are eager and
equipped to do their best during this unique school year.

School closures have severely impacted the academic, social, and emotional wellbeing of families and students. In our work to steadily allow students to safely
return to the classroom, our Board of Supervisors voted this week to begin the
process for students TK through second grade to head back to school.
Elementary schools can apply for a waiver beginning Oct. 5 to resume classroom
learning, with 30 schools able to resume operating every week, prioritizing those
with the most low-income students. It's crucial we allow schools ample time to
slowly bring students, teachers, and staff to campus. To further enhance
children's well-being, outdoor playgrounds can reopen at the discretion of cities
and the Department of Parks and Recreation. With face coverings and distancing
requirements in place, kids can to safely socialize, play, and learn.

As we work to restore our communities, caring for children remains my passion
and commitment. When youth are nurtured, encouraged, and prepared, our
neighborhoods flourish and our future is bright.
Best wishes,

Kathryn Barger
Supervisor, Fifth District
Chair, Board of Supervisors

At our Board of Supervisors meeting this week, we voted to begin reopening more
sectors. As our case numbers have decreased, this is an important step for
businesses and workers to resume operating safely with health protocols in
place. Nail salons were permitted to resume indoor operations as of Oct. 1 at 25
percent occupancy. Cardrooms will be allowed to resume outdoor operations on
Oct. 5 and indoor malls can resume operating on Oct. 7 at 25 percent capacity.
Breweries and wineries will also be able to reopen, helping put many more
workers back on the job, with a reopening date to be announced soon.

Watch my Fox 11 segment on reopening efforts.

My staff and I visited our communities affected by the Lake Fire and Bobcat Fire
to assess the damage in order to make recovery plans, clear debris, and restore
neighborhoods and natural areas. Though the sight of it is heartbreaking, we will
rebuild together. Los Angeles County is ready to help with recovery resources for
mental health, property assessment, social services, building and safety, and
financial assistance.

Receive recovery resources.

We’re proud to host food distribution events with the Los Angeles Regional Food
Bank for Fifth District residents in need every week. On Thursday, 1,500
households around the unincorporated Arcadia, Monrovia, and Duarte
communities came to stock their pantries. Next week, we'll host a distribution on
Thursday, Oct. 8 in Altadena at the Public Works Service Yard from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. We hope to see you there!

Receive food or volunteer.

As this year marks a century since women won the right to vote, it's more exciting
and timely than ever to cast your ballot. Whether you vote in person at a local
vote center, drop your ballot in an official L.A. County vote box, or vote by mail,
these convenient options make voting easy. Plan ahead so you know how you're
voting and encourage your friends, neighbors, and loved ones to do the same.

Find a drop box.
Find a vote center.
Track your ballot.

Every day, our partners work to help veterans access services that save and
enrich their lives. I passed an initiative with Supervisor Sheila Kuehl during our
Board meeting this week to begin sharing data about veteran suicides and to
explore establishing a countywide veteran suicide review team. This effort will
help us gain understanding and expand prevention efforts that will ultimately
save our veterans.

Read about serving servicemembers.

With enhanced advocacy and resources, we can improve outcomes for vulnerable
women experiencing homelessness alone. Through a motion I coauthored with
Supervisor Hilda Solis, which passed unanimously on Tuesday, we will be better
able to provide safe housing and supportive services for women who are most at
risk. Historically, many resources have gone to women with children, so this
initiative will make sure all women receive the help they need. The motion
kickstarts the process for a countywide women's needs assessment,
incorporates statistics and research into our efforts, and looks to secure potential
dedicated funding for women.

Learn more about this effort.

When businesses need a hand, Los Angeles County is here to help. The next
round of grants for small businesses, nonprofits, and entrepreneurs opens on
Monday. If you have questions about the process, don't hesitate to reach out at
(833) 238-4450.

Apply for a grant.

All families go through difficult times. Asking for help is a sign of strength and
courage. If you know a family in need of support, I encourage you to connect
them with us. There are resources available for families who need food, mental
health services, housing, and more.

Help families thrive.

Los Angeles County knows that girls rule and deserve opportunities to be uplifted
and encouraged. Throughout October, the Department of Parks and Recreation is
hosting a Girls Empowerment Conference for youth 11 to 18. Each panel, concert,
workshop, and activity helps girls use their voices, build their confidence, and
prepare for college and careers. Each week features a different theme, including
Women Leading L.A. County, Women in Sports, Women in Business, Women in
Entertainment, and Women Creating Change. There were 1,200 attendees last
year, and I hope lots of girls join again with the virtual format. Registration is free
and necessary to participate.

Share this opportunity to empower a girl.
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