Dear Friends,
Our efforts to combat homelessness is best done in collaboration with our

communities. Cities and nonprofits know their needs best and are most equipped
to address the homelessness crisis in our county.
On Monday, I joined Family Promise of Santa Clarita Valley for the groundbreaking
of their new resource center and housing units. Family Promise is a
strong collaborator with local partners and faith communities to provide a hand to
families experiencing homelessness as they work toward independence. Through
case management, supportive services, and temporary housing, families can
ultimately achieve their goal of transitioning to permanent housing. During the
pandemic, the nonprofit served 180 local families in need, 96% of which were
single mothers. Their new project is being done in partnership with HomeAid and
Williams Homes, Inc., who donated their time and resources, and the City of Santa
Clarita, who donated the property. The facility is slated to be open next year.
To further our efforts in North County, our Board approved $300,000 in
discretionary funds for Penny Lane Centers' Imagine Village II in Lancaster. This
new project will provide much-needed housing for low-income families in the
Antelope Valley. Government must corral every resource available to support and
speed up the development of housing solutions for families in need. You can learn
more about the project here.
At our Board meeting Tuesday, we approved a motion I coauthored with Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis to allocate $10 million to create a fund specifically for cities and
Councils of Government to provide supportive services for people experiencing
homelessness. Our cities are ground zero as we tackle homelessness. They are on
the front line where people are linked to service providers, housing navigation, and
critical wrap-around services.
I'm grateful for opportunities to strengthen strategic efforts with partners who are
ready to roll up their sleeves and get to work.
Best wishes,

Kathryn Barger
Supervisor, Fifth District

Daylight Saving Time ends this Sunday! Make sure to turn your clocks back. Enjoy
your extra hour of sleep.

Today, I voiced my opposition to the placement of Sexually Violent Predator Lawtis
Rhoden in the Antelope Valley. The AV is not a dumping ground. We must do
everything we can to keep families and communities safe in our communities.

Hear my remarks from today.

On Monday, the Thank a Vet golf tournament allowed veterans to connect with the
community, build camaraderie, and receive our appreciation. It was my privilege to
present Kenneth Hasler, a veteran of the Vietnam War, with a flag that was flown
over the U.S. Capitol in his honor. Ken joined the United States Navy Construction
Battalion, also known as “Seabees,” in 1966 and was stationed in Port Hueneme
with the MCB5 Battalion. Ken was an accomplished journeyman electrician, which
was a perfect match for MCB5. He was first deployed to Da Nang, Vietnam, where
his platoon handled all the electrical needs of the Navy, Army, and Marines. Ken
was later chosen for a SeaBee 13-man special forces team, STAT Team 0511,
where he would be sent to Bao Trai, Vietnam. The team befriended the villagers
and helped build a hospital, school, bridges, roads, and water systems. Ken’s team
was also sent to a village near Tay Nin to help the villagers build the town, where
Ken handled all the electrical needs. He has shown true commitment, selflessness,
and bravery through his service to our nation and neighborhoods.

Thank our veterans.
Connect with Military and Veterans Affairs.

This week, I met with the Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs to hear
directly from rank-and-file deputies. I'm dedicated to listening to their concerns and
barriers to getting COVID-19 vaccines so we can reach a resolution. Ultimately, we
all share a commitment to public safety.

Engage with ALADS.

Arts education opens up a world of limitless possibility for our youth. I was grateful
to join Mission Opera for their Santa Clarita Valley debut this week with school
administrators, teachers, and local stakeholders to make opera accessible and fun
for students. Dr. Joshua Wentz saw the need for more affordable and accessible
music education in our community, which is why he founded this incredible
organization. When he first began teaching as a professor at Los Angeles Mission
College in Sylmar, he realized students were coming in with little to no musical
experience. The lack of music education, along with the absence of performance
opportunities and hands-on training for community college students, placed his
students at an academic disadvantage. Almost five years later, Mission Opera now
is a growing performing arts education nonprofit that produces three to four full
mainstage operas each year.

Meet Mission Opera.

Every year, the USDA Forest Service selects one of its 154 national forests to
provide a tree to appear on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol building for the
holiday season. Known as "The People's Tree," the 84-foot-tall White Fir will make
special appearances across California, including a stop at Rose Bowl Stadium on
Nov. 6 between 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The tree comes from Six Rivers National
Forest and is going on its journey in partnership with nonprofit Choose Outdoors to
travel 3,300 miles from California to Washington, D.C.

Follow the tree's journey.

Metro is creating its first Youth Council to develop the capacity of young people to
engage with and participate in Metro’s plans, projects, and programs. If you know a
14 to 17 year old who may be interested in becoming a transportation leader in
your community, I encourage them to apply. The council will listen to the concerns
and hopes of young people and future riders, receive new ideas and perspectives
about issues Metro may face, increase youth’s awareness of Metro, and share
their voice in transportation decision making. Metro also aims to create lifelong
riders who begin using public transit at a young age. Benefits of joining the council
include civic engagement and leadership development, receiving a letter of
recommendation and a year-end stipend, mentorship, networking, and participating
in activities. Attend an informational session on Saturday, Nov. 6 at 11 a.m. or
Tuesday, Nov. 9 at 6 p.m.

Learn more and apply.

You go, girls! Congratulations to the newest CIF champions, the Arcadia High golf
team, who beat 20 other schools to win the title. Our community is cheering for
you as you move on to the state tournament qualifier!

Stay updated on the latest at Arcadia Unified.

Learn more about Los Angeles County contracting opportunities related to the
American Rescue Plan Act and Care First Community Investment initiatives. L.A.
County is working on a sweeping effort to transform underserved communities
that have been hard hit by the pandemic. Starting now and continuing through
December 2024, a wide range of service providers and vendors will be needed to
meet this goal. Check out the county's new website to see current solicitations and
to fill out an interest form for future opportunities.

Access contracting opportunities.

Downtown:

Santa Clarita Valley:

500 W. Temple St. #869

27441 Tourney Rd. Suite 120

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Santa Clarita, CA 91355

(213) 974-5555

(661) 287-3657

Antelope Valley:

San Gabriel Valley:

42455 10th Street West, Suite 104

215 N. Marengo Ave. Suite 120

Lancaster, CA 93534

Pasadena, CA 91101

(661) 726-3600

(626) 356-5407

East San Gabriel Valley:

San Fernando Valley:

615 E. Foothill Bl. Suite A

21943 Plummer St.

San Dimas, CA 91773

Chatsworth, CA 91311

(909) 394-2264

(818) 993-5170

