Dear Friends,
Those who have valiantly served in our armed forces have done so much for
our country and continue to contribute to our communities. It's our privilege to
honor them in return.

This week, we officially launched the Los Angeles County Veteran Peer Access
Network, an effort spearheaded by veterans and made for veterans. This
effective peer-to-peer model improves veterans’ access to local supportive
services and housing resources. Now, veterans have a one-stop shop for
connectivity to services they've earned from government partners, communitybased organizations, and local nonprofits. Using the new Unite Us platform,
service providers will seamlessly connect with veterans without bureaucratic
hurdles. This allows partner organizations to spend less time sorting through
logistics and more time using their skillsets and expertise to serve
veterans. Best of all, veterans can access resources with the help of someone
who understands their experience and perspective firsthand.
With collaboration and empathy, we can uplift those who've served in our
military. To our veterans and their families, we thank you for your service. We
can never fully repay you, but we will do everything we can to welcome you
back home with open arms and full support. Visit my website at
kathrynbarger.lacounty.gov/veterans for more resources for veterans and
families.
Best wishes,

Kathryn Barger
Supervisor, Fifth District

Cities closely know the needs of our residents and are best equipped to tackle local
issues. I'm grateful for my partnership with the Duarte City Council and was glad to
sit down with them this week. We discussed our shared commitment to address
homelessness, enhance public safety, and increase community resources.

Discover the latest in Duarte.

One wall at Foothill Unity Center says, "Volunteers are love in motion!" Every day, this
organization's staff and volunteers bring tangible help and dignity to neighbors in
need with food, health and housing resources, and career development. It was a
privilege to stop by their campus on Monday to see how hard their incredible team is
working to serve the San Gabriel Valley.

Serve with the center.

San Gabriel Valley seniors were equipped with defense skills at the Seniors Fight
Back program last Sunday. Since March 2020, Stop AAPI Hate reported more than
6,800 acts of hate against the community. In response, Seniors Fight Back is
empowering the AAPI community with tools and resources to defend themselves
against acts of violence and racism by teaching them skills to increase situational
awareness, instill confident body language, and amplify a strong voice. The event
was organized by Hong Lee, a hate crime survivor who wanted to offer seniors
workshops where they could learn easy self defense techniques. Instructor Ron
Scolesdang, a professional MMA fighter, said seniors typically arrive to the event
timid and nervous but leave with a strong sense of confidence in themselves. My
field deputy Jimmy Wu (pictured top left) was proud to attend the event on behalf of
our office to show our support for this important effort.

Empower seniors.

Read about the event.

In Los Angeles County, we know strong small businesses are the backbone of our
local economy. We're partnering with the National Development Council to launch
Small Business Rent Relief grants up to $40,000. Businesses in unincorporated areas
can apply between Nov. 17 and 24. Learn more online or call 626-210-4500.

Get grants.

The Small Business Administration has increased the cap for Emergency Injury
Disaster Loans from $500,000 to $2 million. These low-interest, long-term loans are
tailormade for small businesses and nonprofits. Apply today through Dec. 31 to
access this resource.

Apply for a loan.

Enjoy the amazing programs the Los Angeles County Museum of Art has to offer
from the comfort of home. Tune in for a virtual event, enjoy a gallery tour, watch a
lecture, or even make art of your own!

Take part in art.

Make art at home.

The Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation has an amazing job

opportunity and I encourage you to dive right in! Fill out an application today and sign
up for a swim test at Castaic Aquatic Center on Dec. 4 or Arcadia Park Pool on Dec.
12. This is a great chance to use your skillset in a job where you can spend time
outdoors at beautiful county lakes while serving your community.

Dive in and apply.

Equity is vital to building healthy and resilient communities. United Against Hate
Week is designed to raise awareness about the need for respect and civil discourse
among county residents. Next week, we invite you to engage with opportunities to
build stronger connections with civic leaders, businesses, and schools in order to

create a more inclusive and accepting Los Angeles County. Start off the week by
attending a mural unveiling on Monday and check out the lineup of other great events
through Nov. 20. There are webinars, social media events, screenings, art projects,
community dialogues, and more.

Check the calendar.
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