Dear Friends,

When we uplift small businesses, we invest in the future of our communities. The
Los Angeles County Department of Economic Opportunity has launched its
RENOVATE program with that belief in mind by beautifying storefronts across the
region to give them a modern, welcoming feel. Businesses that participate in the
program receive financial support, technical assistance, architectural
design, construction, and project management services all included. Since the
program’s inception, 73 storefronts have been redesigned and restored with an

additional 36 in progress!

I was eager to visit two of the businesses in Altadena that have undergone a
renovation. I stopped by Pizza of Venice and Fair Oaks Burger and was honored to
speak with the business owners about how the projects have bolstered business.
Christy Lee, owner of Fair Oaks Burger, said, "It has completely transformed the
business. The community loves it and it’s just been such a blessing for us." You
can get a look inside my visit and hear from the owners in this short video!
Additionally, Bo’s Altadena Market, ABI Insurance Services, Altadena Art Studio,
and Geoff’s Barber Shop on Altadena Drive are slated to participate in the
program. These renovation projects are an investment in the small businesses that
are the economic engines of our unincorporated communities. The RENOVATE
program enables the County to give back to our neighborhoods by creating inviting
spaces for loyal customers and driving new interest to commercial corridors.

Most businesses in commercial buildings located in unincorporated communities
are eligible to participate. The average RENOVATE grant is $175,000 and is
funded through the County’s Economic Development Trust Fund Initiative. For
more information, or to apply for RENOVATE Program support, dial (213) 7057597. I am so inspired by these small businesses and am eager to see them
continue to flourish!

Best wishes,

Kathryn Barger
Supervisor, Fifth District

Meet these perfect pups! This is Nutmeg, a nine-month-old Labrador mix, and Hank, a
four-year-old Armenian Gampr. They are both staying at the Palmdale Animal Care Center
and are looking for loving homes. If you'd like to meet them, you can stop by the center
between 2 and 5 p.m. any day, 2 to 7 p.m. on Wednesdays, or make a morning
appointment online.

Pick your perfect pet.

The highly-anticipated new Amazon Fresh store in Pasadena encompasses many of the
shopping priorities of our community: healthy food, convenience, and accessibility. The
store allows you to fill up your grocery cart and scan your items to your Amazon account
so you can just walk out of the store without going to a cash register. I’m grateful that in
addition to being an asset for shoppers, Amazon Fresh will provide good-paying jobs for
residents.

Read more about the store.

Welcome to Miguel Márquez, the City of Pasadena’s new City Manager! He joins the city
ready to serve, equipped with a long career in public service across California. I was
grateful to meet him (pictured to my right) and welcome him aboard alongside the city
council, mayor, and Senator Portantino.

Get the latest in the city.

Each year, more than 800,000 visitors enjoy the incredible natural beauty and learning
opportunities available at The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens.
Last Saturday, the Huntington Ball invited us to celebrate all that’s underway and garner
further support to expand programs and access to this special community resource.

Head to the Huntington.

Thank you to the Korean American Studies Education Foundation and Chinese Club of
San Marino for joining me to celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival! It was a lovely reminder of
the importance of gathering with loved ones and showing gratitude for all our blessings.

Watch my short video presentation.

Nature is for everyone, and I appreciate that our generous and dedicated Los Angeles
County Department of Parks and Recreation nature center volunteers make that
opportunity possible for thousands of visitors! I’m confident that in their hands, our nature
centers—and the great outdoors—will be in very caring and capable hands for years to
come.

Visit a nature center.

Los Angeles County has seen a significant rise in RVs in homeless encampments. On
Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors voted to get non-working RVs off our streets and to
create a program that offers safe and legal RV parking spots accompanied by supportive
services for those experiencing homelessness.

Read the motion.

I'm thankful the Board of Supervisors approved my motion at Tuesday's meeting to inform
tenants and property owners of the resources available to them. It's our responsibility to
make sure people across Los Angeles County are aware of every service we offer to
ensure they stay housed after the eviction moratorium sunsets in December.

Get housing resources.

Read my motion.

Help us make our libraries the best they can be! Join Library Director Skye Patrick and me
for a community feedback session on Monday, Sept. 19 at 5:30 p.m. to share your ideas
and inform the library's path forward.

Register for the webinar.

Access library resources.

Looking for free and fresh produce? Every third Saturday of the month, the NoHo Home
Alliance partners with the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank to host a grocery giveaway for
the community. Head to 11031 Camarillo Street this Saturday, Sept. 17 between 10 a.m.
and 12 p.m. to access incredible fruits and vegetables.

Donate to the food bank.

Find food near you.

Tomorrow, the Antelope Valley Walls Festival will celebrate the addition of 15 new murals
in Lancaster and Palmdale. Join Lancaster's Parks, Arts, Recreation, and Community
Services Department and the Museum of Art and History (MOAH) on Saturday, Sept. 17
from 4 to 9 p.m. for fun activities for the whole family. The day will include live music,
cultural performers, chalk artists, a car show, arts and crafts, a beer garden, food trucks,
and more! This free event will be held at American Heroes Park on 701 W Kettering St.
It's a great opportunity to celebrate the arts and gather with friends!

Explore the festivities.

Downtown:
500 W. Temple St. #869
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 974-5555

Antelope Valley:
42455 10th Street West, Suite 104
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 726-3600

East San Gabriel Valley:
615 E. Foothill Bl. Suite A
San Dimas, CA 91773
(909) 394-2264

Santa Clarita Valley:
27441 Tourney Rd. Suite 120
Santa Clarita, CA 91355
(661) 287-3657

San Gabriel Valley:
215 N. Marengo Ave. Suite 120
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 356-5407

San Fernando Valley:
21943 Plummer St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
(818) 993-5170

