Dear Friends,

It's crucial for residents to know how their tax dollars are being spent. This week,
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors approved our supplemental
budget—a $44.6 billion spending roadmap for County services. The budget
includes many of my priorities, including public safety, homelessness, mental
health, and youth services, all with fiscal prudence in mind.

Almost three-quarters of our budget goes to the most vulnerable populations in

L.A. County, supporting health, mental health, social services, and child welfare.
The County is the safety net for these residents. Through this budget, we allocated
$216 million to address the homelessness and housing crises. Additionally, we
invested $30 million in the Department of Mental Health for mental health urgent
care centers and crisis residential treatment programs.
It’s important that we continue to invest in keeping our communities safe. Our
budget allocated $19.4 million to provide two more Sheriff's academy classes so
we can add deputies to our rank-and-file, plus 205 additional positions.

Our budget also provides enrichment programming for all residents. I'm excited
that we allocated $7 million to the Parks After Dark program to ensure fun and safe
activities for families. We are also extending the summer aquatics season from 10
weeks to 22 weeks starting next summer, as well as hiring more than 1,000 youth
for the Lifeguard Ready Training program. To support the well-being of our fourlegged friends, we funded 390 employees in the Department of Animal Care and
Control.

This is just a glimpse at a few of the programs included in our budget. If you'd like
to learn more, visit this website for a breakdown. It's important to stay informed
about how your County is operating, spending, and working for you.

Best wishes,

Kathryn Barger
Supervisor, Fifth District

Free Adoption Special!
There has never been a better time to adopt a furry friend. For the entire month of
October, adoption fees are waived for cats and dogs who have been staying at our animal
care centers for longer than 60 days!

These two pups are looking for forever homes. Coffee is a three-year-old pit bull who is
staying at the Lancaster Animal Care Center (and qualifies for the free adoption special!).
Westly is a seven-year-old cocker spaniel who is staying at the Palmdale Animal Care
Center. If you'd like to meet them, you can stop by the center between 2 and 5 p.m. any
day, 2 to 7 p.m. on Wednesdays, or make a morning appointment online.

Pick your perfect pet.

We undeniably live in a digital era. Internet connection at home has become a necessity
for youth to succeed in school and for adults to work remotely. Yet, there are residents
who still don't have internet access, showing a digital divide in our communities. Los
Angeles County’s Internal Services Department (ISD) will invest $59 million in American
Rescue Plan funding to create an infrastructure that delivers fast, reliable, and affordable
broadband to our communities. At Tuesday's Board of Supervisors meeting, my
colleagues approved my motion to ensure geographic diversity in the pilot locations, which
will make sure North County gets its fair share. In addition, ISD will identify and expand
resources, especially in rural communities, through federal and state funding. This pilot
program will give us a once-in-a-generation opportunity to create broadband access to
bridge the digital divide.

Read about my motion.

We serve our communities best when we work together. Thank you to the South
Pasadena City Council for sitting down with me and my staff on Monday to envision ways
for greater collaboration on issues like housing and homelessness and opportunities for
innovation like the all-electric vehicles for the South Pasadena Police Department!

See the latest in South Pasadena.

The Give-Mentor-Love Foundation comes alongside youth who are the most vulnerable
and gives them the hope they need to heal. Thank you to this remarkable organization for
investing in survivors of exploitation by providing them with the services and support they
need to thrive. At their gala on Saturday, the theme was, "imagine a world of fear turned
into a world of wonder," a fitting tribute to their mission.

Support Give-Mentor-Love.

The Institute for The Redesign of Learning believes that all people, regardless of their
disability, can be caring and contributing members of their communities. This
compassionate organization comes alongside people with developmental disabilities as
children and continues to cheer them on and equip them with services throughout
adulthood. I was inspired by my visit to their campus in South Pasadena on Monday.

Explore their efforts.

The Los Angeles County Arboretum invites everyone to enjoy peaceful and fun moments
outdoors with family, friends, and neighbors. Thank you to the Arboretum Foundation and
Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation for stewarding this space and to
the community partners who invest their time, talent, and treasure into our gardens. It was
a pleasure to celebrate all that's underway at their gala on Sunday.

Plan a visit.

I’m confident the new USC Arcadia Hospital will build on the strong foundation Arcadia
Methodist Hospital laid in this community. I’ve worked in health policy in the San Gabriel
Valley for decades and I have seen firsthand how important it is to prioritize making
healthcare accessible to residents, which I know is a passion for Keck Medicine of USC.

See what's underway.

Thank you to GALAS LGBTQ+ Armenian Society for inviting me to join you on Saturday. I
appreciate their organization's ongoing commitment to advocacy, equality, and inclusivity!

Connect with GALAS.

Get into the spooky spirit with Carved at Descanso Gardens! The incredible display of
festive fun will feature hundreds of expertly carved pumpkins, a pumpkin house, a hay
maze, and more! Tickets are available from Oct. 7 through 31, so make sure to secure
your spot before they sell out.

Get tickets.

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with the Department of Parks and Recreation! From
now through Oct. 15, watch a movie celebrating the community, including Coco, Selena,
The Mask of Zorro, Encanto, and more. Plus, attendees will enjoy a free meal while
supplies last. Movies will play on Fridays and Saturdays beginning at 7:30 p.m.

See the lineup.

The Homeless Initiative is hosting a series of virtual community listening sessions so
residents can hear about updated strategies for addressing and preventing homelessness
and then share their feedback. The session for the San Gabriel Valley will be on
Wednesday, Oct. 12 and the session for the Antelope Valley will be on Wednesday, Oct.
19. Please lend your voice to this important conversation.

Tune in for a session.

Downtown:
500 W. Temple St. #869
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 974-5555

Antelope Valley:
42455 10th Street West, Suite 104
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 726-3600

East San Gabriel Valley:
615 E. Foothill Bl. Suite A
San Dimas, CA 91773
(909) 394-2264

Santa Clarita Valley:
27441 Tourney Rd. Suite 120
Santa Clarita, CA 91355
(661) 287-3657

San Gabriel Valley:
215 N. Marengo Ave. Suite 120
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 356-5407

San Fernando Valley:
21943 Plummer St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
(818) 993-5170

